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The Attorney-General
importance to that, or do you trace the cause of her illness as I
have traced it to you? Dr. Hincks says she was anxious to get
better, and Nurse Allen tells us the same. So far from their
putting on this woman, as I have said a virtuous and religious
woman, any anxiety to destroy herself, no word is told while she
is suffering from acute pains. No word is told or revealed by her,
and almost her last words on that morning, the 22nd, when she
casts one lingering look on this world as she passes into the valley
of the shadow of death were, " I am not going to die, am I? I have
everything to live for." Suicide 1 Can you believe it'4 Can you
accept it? It is upon that evidence you have got to say whether
you will accept Nurse Allen and Dr. Hincks, or whether you will
accept the suggestion kindly made, sympathetically made, to try
and get something to say for the prisoner. Will you accept the
suggestion in this case of suicido? Gentlemen, if you do not, the
position is clear. You know what the household was in August
and February. One man and one person alone constituted the
household on both those occasions, and here let me tell you of a
remarkable piece of evidence, and I was astonished to hear the
answer given by the prisoner—" Yes, I was alone with her; there
was milk and soda in the room. There was a pot of Benger's or
something in the room. Q. Did you ever put a cup to her lips;
did you ever slake her thirst; did you ever minister to her as a
devoted, loyal, faithful, and loving husband?—A. No." If he
were the loyal and faithful husband, put yourself in that position.
Is it not absolutely impossible that, being tit the bedside of your
wife suffering these agonies, you should detach yourself so far
from her bedside and her sickness and from her pain as to1 say
you never gave her anything to minister to her?
Gentlemen, when you are considering this matter, take those
matters I have presented to you into your consideration. The
body is exhumed. Are there traces in it? "We have given clear
evidence on that, and I ask you to accept it and form an estimate
based on exactly the same line of reasoning as the doctors about
arsenic found in the body. If you are driving a horse vehicle or
motor car, you know about the pace at which you are going, and
will be able to form an opinion from the time you start of the hour
at which you will arrive and reach your destination. That is one of
the simple methods of ordinary reasoning in daily life. A doctor,you
know, can tell us that he finds traces of poisoning, if they are
found, on its passage through the course of the body. He can tell
you how long it has been there, and when it was taken. It is
purely the same reasoning that happens in daily life. If you are
passing over a snowfield and see footmarks, you can tell that some
person has passed over the snow. If you see marks on a moistened
piece of land or road, then you know a person has passed going
in a particular direction. All those are simply indications of
daily life; and what do doctors do? They find here through the
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